
Careaga Plastic Surgery, founded in 2010, provides the most technologically 
advanced and safest experience for patients seeking aesthetic surgery. Careaga 
Plastic Surgery is the first plastic surgery facility in South Florida to receive the  
Gold Seal of Approval™ from the Joint Commission, the most respected accrediting 
body of healthcare facilities in the United States. 

As a high-volume plastic surgeon, Dr Careaga recognized that many patients 
considering an abdominoplasty shied away from the procedure because of the 
required drains. “I have definitely had patients that, when I’m describing the surgery 
and I tell them about [the drains], I get ‘the look.’ The look is that they’re terrified of 
the drains, they think they’re going to be very painful. They’re going to be messy, 
they’re going to have to be taking care of it. I have had patients that said ‘I just don’t 
want to deal with that.’” 

To address these frequent concerns about drains, Dr Careaga began researching 
drain-free abdominoplasty techniques. As an experienced plastic surgeon eager 
to try the latest technology, he adopted TissuGlu Surgical Adhesive in his practice 
as soon as it became available. The response from patients was overwhelmingly 
positive. “I’m getting more patients that I wouldn’t have otherwise gotten. The 
patients that are going drain-free seem to be more comfortable and recover 
more quickly than my drain tummies.” After TissuGlu was adopted, the practice 
experienced an upsurge in consultation requests and subsequently realized 
substantial revenue growth due to consultation conversions. Dr Careaga currently 
performs an average of 10 tummy tucks per week, with 50% of patients choosing 
to take advantage of the benefits of TissuGlu within the first few months after it 
was first available. Dr Careaga fully expects this number to increase as TissuGlu 
awareness grows. “The patients that choose TissuGlu like it a lot.”
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otherwise gotten.”

–Dr  Daniel Careaga

 

CHALLENGE: 
Convert reluctant patients from consultation to surgical commitment

SOLUTION: 
Drain-free abdominoplasty with TissuGlu

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
Dr Daniel E. Careaga is a double board certified plastic surgeon who specializes in 
providing his patients with an exceptional abdominoplasty experience. 

•  Dr Careaga wanted to be able to convert consultations to surgical commitment 
among patients who were reluctant to consider surgery because they didn’t want 
postoperative drains

•  Becoming TissuGlu Drain-Free Certified provided an opportunity to deliver the 
drain-free abdominoplasty that other surgeons couldn’t 

•  The new service offering of a drain-free abdominoplasty experience has resulted 
in practice growth by converting consultations into surgical commitment and 
increasing patient satisfaction, leading to retention and referrals 



EMPOWERING THE PRACTICE
Dr Careaga has made a career out of seeking out the most advanced, innovative 
techniques in plastic surgery. He and his staff are determined to offer a service that 
makes a difference to patients who are reluctant to have a tummy tuck because 
of drains. He communicates to his staff that TissuGlu plays an essential role in 
converting consultations into surgical appointments for these patients and makes 
sure they are well equipped to talk about drain-free tummy tucks with TissuGlu.

THE STAFF
Careaga Plastic Surgery staff maintains up-to-date training to communicate 
product and technique information accurately and professionally. Each staff 
member embraces the overall mission of providing the most innovative solutions 
to aesthetic surgery patients. Staff members are educated on the use of TissuGlu 
in abdominoplasty. After the initial consultation with Dr Careaga, patients are 
counseled by patient coordinators on their options. As most patients are influenced 
(either positively or negatively) by friends who had past tummy tucks, the staff 
relates anecdotes from other patients about their experiences with Dr Careaga to 
give them a realistic overview of their options and what to expect from their surgery.

OFFICE SPACE
Careaga Plastic Surgery Center has 2 state-of-the-art surgical suites with the most 
modern equipment available, staffed with experienced and highly skilled personnel. 
Because the office space is dedicated to Dr Careaga and his practice, surgery is 
scheduled and performed on site. As part of providing a seamless experience from 
start to finish, Dr Careaga has TissuGlu readily available for patients who choose to 
go drain-free. TissuGlu has no special storage requirements and is stored at room 
temperature on site. “Because TissuGlu does not require mixing or preparation 
and can be stored at the office, there is minimal staff time necessary for a TissuGlu 
abdominoplasty,” Dr Careaga said. “My staff is able to focus on our patients instead 
of on product prep, which makes for a better patient experience.”

Dr Daniel E. Careaga is an award winning Drain-Free Certified physician practicing 
in Miami, Florida. He holds double board certification with both the American Board 
of Plastic Surgery and the American Board of Surgery. Dr Careaga’s practice is 
dedicated exclusively to aesthetic surgery and has gained international recognition 
for Dr Careaga’s results and willingness to take on challenging cases.

Dr Careaga underwent 7 years of intensive training with world-renowned plastic 
surgeons and has since performed over 6,000 aesthetic operations in private 
practice with impeccable results. He is routinely sought after by the media for 
opinions on current trends and new technology in plastic surgery.

Enhancing the abdominoplasty experience

About Daniel Careaga, MD



Important TissuGlu® Surgical Adhesive Safety Information

© 2017 Cohera Medical, Inc. All rights reserved. TissuGlu and Cohera Medical 
are registered trademarks of Cohera Medical, Inc. 

TissuGlu® Surgical Adhesive is covered by one or more of the following  
US Patents: 8,182,647; 8,652,293; 8,950,629. Other Patents Pending. 

INDICATION
TissuGlu® Surgical Adhesive is indicated for the 
approximation of tissue layers where subcutaneous dead 
space exists between the tissue plane in abdominoplasty.

CONTRAINDICATIONS
Do not use in patients with known or suspected allergies to 
urethane-based or isocyanate-containing products.

WARNINGS
•  Do not use TissuGlu® Surgical Adhesive in patients who 

have had prior exposure to TissuGlu®. Immunological 
response associated with repeat TissuGlu® exposure has 
not been studied.

•  The effectiveness for the treatment of patients with BMI 
> 28 has not been established. Higher BMI patients have 
a propensity for fluid accumulation and may have an 
increased risk of seroma formation.

•  Effectiveness was not observed in weight loss patients 
undergoing abdominoplasty. Weight loss patients have 
a propensity for fluid accumulation and may have an 
increased risk of seroma formation and aspiration.

BENEFITS
TissuGlu® may reduce the need for drains after surgery. By 
using TissuGlu® instead of drains, you may:

• Return to normal activities more quickly

•  Experience less discomfort and pain than when drains  
are used

•  Have fewer invasive treatments for fluid management. 
The results showed that 73% of TissuGlu® patients had 
no treatments after surgery. However, some patients did 
require additional invasive treatments including reinsertion 
of drains.

RISKS
Clinical studies were performed using TissuGlu®. There were 
no increased safety risks with the use of TissuGlu® than when 
drains were used. Potential complications associated with 
the use of the device and the tummy tuck procedures include 
seroma (fluid) formation. These complications may require 
treatments such as drain placement and/or fluid removal 
by needle, which may be performed in the operating room. 
Additional potential complications include wound healing 
issues, rash/redness, surgical site or incision infection, 
scarring, hematoma (bruise or swelling), incision separation, 
and immunological reaction.

SAFETY INFORMATION: 
For full safety information please visit http://tissuglu.com, 
contact your doctor, or call Cohera Customer Support at 
1-800-641-7458.

DISCLAIMER: 
TissuGlu® Surgical Adhesive is currently approved for sale 
in the United States for the approximation of tissue layers 
where subcutaneous dead space exists between the tissue 
planes in abdominoplasty. TissuGlu® Surgical Adhesive 
received European CE Mark in 2011, where it is approved 
for large flap surgical procedures such as abdominoplasty. 
TissuGlu® Surgical Adhesive is not approved for sale in any 
other region. Any questions related to the indication for use 
should be directed to your Cohera Medical Account Manager 
or to Cohera Medical Corporate Clinical Affairs. Refer to the 
complete TissuGlu® Surgical Adhesive Directions for Use for 
prescribing and usage information.

www.TissuGlu.com

http://www.tissuglu.com/HCP



